Introduced by Council President Fussell and Council Members Yarborough, Webb, Hyde, Joost & W. Jones:


RESOLUTION 2009-84
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMEMORATING THE LIFE AND LEGACY OF TED MALCOLM HIRES, SR.; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, Ted Malcolm Hires, Sr., was born in Jesup, Georgia, where he grew to be both ambitious and hard-working, and he moved to Jacksonville almost four decades ago; and


WHEREAS, Ted Hires owned and operated four Sonny’s Real Pit Bar-B-Q restaurants in the Jacksonville area before retirement, and it was in response to being robbed at his Lane Avenue restaurant location that he founded the Justice Coalition in July of 1995, raising awareness of the impact of crime in our community and becoming well-known throughout the area as a powerful victims’ rights advocate and outspoken proponent of vigorous and effective law enforcement; and


WHEREAS, the Justice Coalition, under the able leadership and careful direction of Ted Hires, gained great credibility and achieved tremendous effectiveness in bringing together private citizens and various interested groups throughout the community, including business leaders, government, not-for-profit entities, and religious organizations, to pool their efforts in educating our citizens and supporting both law enforcement and the victims of criminal activity; and

WHEREAS, a man of deep faith and extraordinary compassion, Ted Hires strongly believed in his ability to make a unique difference in the lives of those around him, and he was instrumental in obtaining stronger laws and stiffer prosecutions through numerous court appearances, persistent lobbying efforts, and dedicated volunteerism; and


WHEREAS, in 1996, Ted Hires began publication of a monthly newspaper named the Victims’ Advocate to inform the general public concerning criminal justice issues and the incredible toll that crime takes on its victims, to draw attention to the need for vital change in laws and policies, and to recognize and support outstanding performance by the Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office and other concerned citizens; and

WHEREAS, Ted Hires passed from this life on December 17, 2008, and the Council desires to recognize him as an exemplary public servant worthy of emulation and honor; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and commemorate the life and legacy of Ted Malcolm Hires, Sr.

Section 2.

The City Council does further extend its sincerest condolences to the family and friends of Mr. Hires, recognizing that their loss is shared by many throughout our community.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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